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Biographic parallelisms

Vicente Rojo was born in Barcelona, Spain in 1932; six years 
before Carlos Monsiváis saw the light for the first time, in 
the neighborhood of La Merced, in Mexico City.
 Since he was a child, Rojo was interested in art. He 
started working with ceramic, however it was not until his 
arrival to Mexico at the age 17, that he started to explore the 
world of graphic design, painting and sculpture. At the same 
time, a 14 years old Monsiváis, was already paying attention 
to Mexican politics, influenced by the ideas of Miguel     
Henríquez Guzmán, the articles of Jorge Piñó Sandoval, the 
cartoons  of Antonio Arias Bernal  and Renato Leduc’s poems.

Thanks to Fernando Benítez´ influence, in 1956 Rojo took 
charge of the artistic direction of the cultural supplement 
México en la Cultura (Mexico in the Culture) of the newspaper 
Novedades. The following  year, Carlos Monsiváis started his 
studies in literature, He then met Rojo and José Emilio 
Pacheco, who invited him to collaborate in the supplement.
 In 1958 the graphic designer had his first solo show at 
Porte’s gallery, while Monsiváis was  attending the National 
School of Economy and the Philosophy Faculty of the 
UNAM.

1932-49

1956-58

• Carlos Monsiváis and Vicente Rojo, s/f (detail) 
Héctor García PhotographPress
Silver gelatin print 
Private  collection

• Private Portrait of Fernando Benítez,
1978
Vicente Rojo
Ink and watercolor over paper 
Collection Carlos Monsiváis

• Studies for a portrait
of Fernando Benítez, 1978 

Vicente Rojo
Graphite pencil and

colors over paper
Collection Carlos Monsiváis
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In 1960 Enrique y Jordi Espresate, José Azorín, Fernando 
Benítez and Rojo, founded Ediciones Era (Era editions). In 
that decade, Rojo designed the covers of the cultural magazines, 
published by the Instituto Nacional de Bellas Artes (National 
Instutute of Fine Arts) and the Universidad National Autónoma 
de México (Autonomous National University of Mexico). At 
that time, Monsiváis was working as producer and commentator 
of the radio show, El cine y la crítica (Cinema and Criticism) 
on UNAM radio. Cinema was a shared fascination for Rojo 
and Monsiváis.

1960

In 1966 Monsiváis published his autobiography in Nuevos 
Escritores Mexicanos del siglo XX presentados por sí mismos (New 
Mexican Writers of the XXth Century Presented by Themselves) 
and Rojo prepared his solo show Destrucciones y señales 1964/66 
(Destruction and Signs 1964/66), at Casa de las Américas in 
Havana, Cuba. In 1969 Carlos Monsiváis published the book 
Principados y potestades. De show  y público (Principalities and 
Powers. On Show and Public) designed by Vicente Rojo. A 
year later, they worked together again in the book Días de 
Guardar (Resting days); Both books included photographs by 
Héctor García.

1966-69

In 1961, due to differences between Benítez and Novedades 
director, the supplement Mexico en la cultura (Mexico in the 
Culture) is cancelled. The team showed solidarity with Bení-
tez and in 1962 they created La Cultura en México (Culture in 
Mexico), a new supplement for the magazine Siempre, where 
Rojo was artistic director. Monsiváis also worked as collaborator 
and in some cases, as Editor in chief, along with José 
Emilio Pacheco.

1961-62

In 1964 Rojo traveled to Barcelona, where he visited the 
most prominent European museums. A year later, Monsiváis 
represented Mexico at the International Seminar of the 
University Of Harvard.
 When they get back to Mexico in 1965, they teamed 
up with Alfonso Aura, José Luis Cuevas and Julián Bert in 
order to create the rock and roll band Los Tepetatles. Monsiváis 
wrote the lyrics of their only album: Arau a go-go. Rojo and 
José Luis Cuevas designed the covers and art of the album. 

1964-65
• Supplement, s/f

Vicente Rojo
Ink and maker over folder.
Collection Carlos Monsiváis

• Los Tepetatles (José Luis Cuevas, Carlos Monsiváis,
Alfonso Arau, Vicente Rojoand Julián Bert), 1965
Héctor García Studio
Silver gelatin print
Collection Carlos Monsiváis

• Principados y potestades. De show
y público, 1969 (No commercial
edition)
Carlos Monsiváis (Text)
Vicente Rojo (Editorial Desing)
Héctor García (Photographs)
Published by Madero Bookstore
Private collection



In 1987 Monsiváis published Entrada libre, crónicas de la sociedad 
que se organiza (Free Entrance, Chronicles of a Society that 
Organizes Itself ) with the editorial design of Rojo. 

1987-89

In 1977 Monsiváis received the National Prize of Journalism, 
under the category of Chronicle and published Amor Perdido 
(Lost Love) with the editorial design of Rojo. Also, that year, 
Rojo gave Monsiváis one of his Ejercicios, included in this 
exhibition at the Museo del Estanquillo. 

1977

In 1981 Rojo presented the series México bajo la lluvia (Mexico 
Under the Rain) at the Museum of Modern Art of Mexico.  
In 1983, Rojo gave Monsiváis a couple of works of this 
series, as a symbol of their friendship. Most of the gifts have 
a humorous  dedication, for example,  one of them says:

1981-83

• Amor perdido, 1977 (�rst edition)
Carlos Monsiváis (Text) 
Vicente Rojo (Editorial Design)
Rogelio Naranjo (illustration)
Publihsed by Ediciones Era
Collection Ediciones Era

For the C.D.T Mr. Carlos Monsiváis,
with the (interest) hope of  his prompt

incorporation to the cabinet.
Yours, Sen Supl. Vicente Rojo, Nov, 1983.

In 1985 Rojo designed the dolls Luchas and a series of cats, 
tailored by the Cooperativa 19 de Septiembre. The Luchas 
were for sale in order to raise funds for the workshops of 
the San Antonio Abad Seamstress organization that were 
destroyed during the earthquake of Mexico City. That years, 
Monsiváis published several chronicles on that disaster that  
were compiled in 2005 under the name No sin nosotros. Los 
días del terremoto. (Not Witout Us. The Days of the Earthquake). 

1985
• Lluvias de Noviembre, 

Dedication to Carlos Monsiváis in November,1983
David Huerta (Poems)
Vicente Rojo (Silkscreen over amate paper)
Collection Carlos Monsiváis

• Entrada libre. Crónicas de la sociedad
que se organiza, 1987 (�rst edition)
Carlos Monsiváis (text)
Vicente Rojo (Editorial Design)
Rogelio Naranjo (Illustrations)
Published by Ediciones Era
Collection Ediciones Era



In 1993 Rojo was honored as Emeritus Member of the 
National System of Art and Creators; the gouberment of 
Spain gave him the Gold Medal Ment in the Fine Arts.two  
years later, Monsiváis won the Xavier Villaurutia Prize for 
Los Rituales del Caos (Rituals of the Chaos), and the National 
Prize of Journalism.

1993-95

In 2009 Rojo and Monsiváis published their last work together, 
the book Lírica sacra, moral y laudatoria (Lyric, Holly, Moral 
and Laudatory), which includes 48 aphorisms by the writer, 
and 24 graphisms by the artist. 
 On June 19, 2010 Monsiváis died in Mexico City. As a 
tribute, the book Monsivaisiana: Aforismos de un pueblo que 
quiere ser ciudadano (Monsivaisiana: Aphorisms of People that 
Want to be Citizens) was published; in addition, the UNAM 
gave him the PhD Honoris Causa Postmortem. Few days 
before his death, Rojo came up with the not-commercial 
book Aforismos para Carlos (Aphorisms for Carlos), which is a 
special version of Holly Lirics, Moral and Laudatory and it was 
intented  to serve as a present of himself and Bárbara Jacobs  
to Monsiváis and his friends. This piece is now in this exhi-
bition.

2009-10

In 2011 Vicente Rojo recieved the Medal of Fine Arts by his 
prolific works in Visual Art. That year, Carlos received a 
postmortem Medal by the Festival of the Historical Center 
of Mexico City.
 Rojo have had more than 50 exhibitions in Mexico 
and internationally, while Monsiváis published more than 50 
books, hundreds of essays and chronicles. Today, in the 
exibition, Aphorisms and Graphisms we are able to see the 
close friendship of this two key figures in Mexican           
contemporary culture. Rojo collaborated actively on this 
exhibition.

2011-14

• Vicente Rojo and Carlos Monsiváis, s/f
Anonymous
Silver gelatin
Colección Carlos Monsiváis

• Lírica Sacra, Moral y Laudatoria, 2009
Vicente Rojo (Engravings)
Carlos Monsiváis (Aphorisms)
Private collection 

• Vicente Rojo and Carlos Monsiváis
(detail) s/f
Anonymous  
Silver gelatin 
Collection Carlos Monsiváis
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